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Lancaster Inquirer, June 9, 1883

The underground railroad book which
Wm. T. Smedley, late ot West Chester, had
almost ready for the printer st the time of his
death and which Robert Purvis and Ma-
rianna Gibbons have completed, is now in
type at the office ot the Friend’'s Journal in
the Examiner building, this city. Ifthis does

not prove a readable volume it will be be-

cause the subject has

been improperly
handled. S X

Lancaster Examiner, August, 1883

AGENTS WANTED

—FOR THE—

Underground Railroad

BY THE LATE

DR. R. C. SMEDLEY,

OF WEST CHESTER, PA.

This work, written by the late Dr. R. C. Smed-
ley, of West Chester, Pa., contains a full and cor-
rect account of the workings of the antli-slavery
people in Chester, Lancaster and neighboring
counties, It also contains a large number of in-
teresting anecdotes of adventures and thrilling
escapes of slaves and those who lent them their
assistance, most of which have never appeared in
print before. The lives of those who had charge
of “stations’ on the un.erground railroad to-
gether with large numbers of workers is given,
copscquently itis an interesting work to very
many families in the counties from which these
incidents have been gathered. It is, in fact, a sort
of a family record for ‘it treats mainly of local
affairs  Almost everyone in Southeastern Penn-
sylvania is acquainted with some one wko figures
in the work and for this reason agents should

bave no difficulty in selling large numbers of

books. It is illustrated with portraits of the
principal parties whose lives are portrayed and
also the prineipal “‘stations.™

1t is printed on heavy white paper, contains 408
pages and bound in clotl?.' ‘The price is 1.50 per

volume. *

For terms to agents nddress

. ‘West Chester, Pa.
Or, ''TRE BxAMINER,” Lancester, Pa.

“THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.”

A History of Its Workings in Chester, Lan-
caster and Adjacent Counties.

The ¢ History of the Underground Rail-
road in Chester and Neighboring Counties
of Pennsylvania,” published at the otfice of
the Friend’s Jowrnal, and printed by John
A. Hiestand, has just been issued. The
book, as has been noted 1n the INQUIRER,
was principally compiled by Dr. R. C.
Smedley, of West Chester. He died in
January last, and the work has been fin-
ished by Robert Purvis and Marianna Gib-
bons. The volume contains almost four
hundred pages, and its appearance through-
out is highly creditable to the printers of
the Examiner office. 5

The Lancaster county people sketched
who assisted fugitive slaves on the road to
freedom are William Wright, of Columbia;
Samuel W. Mifflin, of Columbia, now liv-
ing in Delaware county; Daniel Gibbons,
his wife Hannah and their son Dr. Jos. Gib-
bons, all of Bird-in-Hand ; Dr. J. K. Eshle-
man, of near Strasburg; Thomas Whitson,
of Bart ; Jacob Bushong, of Bart; Jeremiah
Moore, of Christiana; Caleb C. Hood, of
Bart; Lindley Coates, of Sadsbury ; Joshua
Brinton, of Salisbury ; Thomas Bonsall, of
Christiana; Lewis Peart, of Lampeter;
Joseph P. Scarlet, of Sadsbury; Joseph
Smith, of Drumore; Oliver Furniss, of Lit-
tle Britain; John Neal Russell, of Dru-
more; and those concerned in the Christi-
ana Riot. Some of these men and women

are Jivinﬁf but most of'them are dead.
withstanding some very astounding
inaccuracies of fact and date, and the
palpable lack of editing which the work has
received from the successors of Dr. Smed-
ley, much interesting matter is found in it.
It is a pity that so laudable an undertaking
as that of Dr, Smedley’s should not have
received that close revision which would
have made it thoroughly reliable and at
the same time have added to its compact-
ness, its arrangement and its literary merit.

Somebody should write and publish 1n book

form the true hlsm_ry ot the Christiana slave
riotin 1851. 1t would he * mighty interesting
reading ” if the bottom facts were reached and
related, a thing that could not have been done
for many years after the occarrence. Now,
however, there can be no reason for conceal-
ment on the part of uny one. Nearly the third
of a century has elapsed since the affair took
blace, and it itis to have an authentic history
it should soon be forthcoming,

And this reminds me that Lancaster county
Khould have an Historical Society. With the

News articles photographed from originals
Courtesy Lancaster County Historical Society,
July 2007

Research & design -Randolph Harris, Lancaster, PA

For LancasterHistory.org’s

pveulth and extent of an empire, and rich in
historical facts, she has no organized associa-
ion to garner and.preserve them, Let us have
ne:by all means, There are hundreds of im-
ortant historical facts, known to buta Hmited |
humber of our people, that could by this

eans be made to do good service,

a

‘It Happened on the Square,’ April 6, 2012 <

THIS AND THAT.

. Mrs. Lydin Smith, Thaddens Stevens' house-
keeper for twenty-four years, who was in Lan.
easter last week attending the wedding of Dr,
Henry Carpenter's daunghter, told me that she
was born in Adams county in the very house
to which James Buchanan'y father fivat went
when he landed in this country. There he
tound the friend of his boyhood, Joshun Rus:
sell, who had preceeded him in the sezreh for
home and fortune in the new world. The te-
port that she was born in slavery and Tescued
therefrom by My, ‘Stevens, Mrs. Smith athyi
butes to the fact that Mr. Stevens’ first liouse-
keepery Kezinh Shannon, was nt one time the
chattel of u Curlisie, Pa., man named Shannon
From him she ran off and found her way to
Gettysburg, M, Stevens ascertained thag by
the law of 1780 she was entitled to her freedom,
She obtained it alter u legal contest with lep
former master. Keziah removed with the
family of John MeCleery, who kept hotel in
Gettysburg, to Westminster, Md,, where she
married & mulatto named Ephraim Wolvieh,
Soon afterwards he was otlered forsale, Twice
Keziah walked from Westminster 1o Gettys-
burg and begged Mr. Stevens to buy her hus-
band. She did not supplicnte valnly; but
within a year’s time her recreant husband be-
haved so badly that Stevens was compelled to
turn him ontof the sitnation he had given hiim
in his own Gettysburg home, This so Qis-
tressed the poor woman that she hanged her-
sclf in the chimney corner on the evening be-
fore the duy fixed for their departure from the
liouse of their benefactor.  Iere Mrs, Smith's
mother, who dropped in to make w eall, found
her, Prompt medical aid vestored the poor
woman to consciousness. Thevery nextnight
in their new home near the Gettysburg poor-
house, Dr. David Horner was instrumental in
again frustrating ber determination 1o die.
“ ALY said Mrs, Sinith, “I have heard r
Stevens sav she was the handsomest waoman
ibat ho had everseen,” Butconsmuption and
& brutal husband soon accomplished what she
bad twice vainly endeavored ; and, in the first
six months of 1337, Mrs, Smith, Lh("“. Miss
O'Neill, standing at the window of her ‘bcht_\-':‘i-
burg home, saw carried to the ltLle (,at-hol;c
chureh-yard near by wite, hushand aud li't:l E
Loy. Long yearsatter, Bill, theonly 5“‘"’?_‘ e
fssuc of this unfortunate and unhappy aliiance
came {o Lancaster and sought aid fmm.m'

i ane -as helped to New Y m'kl
eity, where he engagedas & waiter on tflle g:mf:::
ship Central America thab sml?.du:l:s:tiw of
never reached port again. “’“c.h i seper as it
Thaddeus Stevens' Lrst ]mu&em-’:,m)L'L"-'i(!utl
was told to meby the lfls_t-' fVON\‘;‘l: “S':l’l][l h'h s
over his domu.stic alfuu;.‘ ]c'eciJ;E a boarding
lives in Washington; S“‘_ djaining the
Zouse at Al5 Fonrteenth street, ndj <

Lhbitt House.

Stevens, and by him v

See reverse
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DR, STEVENS AND THE SLAVEVIUNYERS, | 77 T AR D R G s

3 13 m o | . Lancaster Inquirer. STEVENS® ¢“SPY 2
'IIIE GR]" GOHMBhER i The following hitherto unpublished let-

aws. r.,sul ter, which fully explains itself, was written letter written by Thaddeus Stevens to |

by Thaddeus Stevenes to Hon. Jeremiah Jeremialh Brown, of Iulton townshis, we
Brown, of Fulton fownship: asked if any one could tell who the spy
LANCASTER, Jan. &, 1847, - was, which Mr. Stevens said he had on the
Dear Sir: 1 learn that the man-stealers of spies of the slaveholders. In reply, Mr. |
this place have taken means toobtain author- Hiestand, in Saturday’s Zewniiner. savs:
ity from Maryland (which they soon expect) e VR o AR OY SR
to arrest and teke into slavery two colored *“ As to the last question, we can give some
girls who lately lived with you, and your .| facts which will throw some light upon it. |
deus Sle\'ﬂllh‘ s britlll]er ?latk'i’h A e Th At the thme mentioned in Stevens’ letter,
‘.'ﬁ.rar hmr.eﬁ Neo. i %uth Queen:f; | ° b;{‘)‘ugﬁ tf)";fe&l‘l‘ow ‘ﬁﬁh“wﬁft‘;f“u ‘?; " | 1847, thore lived in Lancaster a notorious
J.he .1]11‘.")“1""!::& Q said they belong to Wm. C. Norris, Baltimore. slave catcher named George Hughes; he |
Will youu sce that they have immediate came from Baltimore and was at times |
notice to flce tofaccny Yf refuge? They should elected a constable in Lancaster. He was |
not stop short of Canada, the trusted agent of ti Jaltimore : ‘
There is a regular chain of agents and spies Southerni sl .M l .( oTS b lll :l t'mmlo ang
ofthie slave holder9 in thisand all the ag-|{ :| Sou .u.rn slave c‘tt(.h(.rs.. e was brutal
joining countigs. I have & spy on the spics, | . | and illiterate, and had his correspondence
and thus ascertgjn theso facts. All this, how- .| done for him by others. Ile, about this
:’ger, x:lusb behq- s;cret or Wf should lose all time, had a room, or sort of an oftice, on
vantage, which we now have. D) i 5 ‘her stwee
These arothe Sthiset of slaves I have warned East : King street, s:nncm here between
s : ; Lane’s store and the Farmers’ Bank. At
within a week. : :
I doubt not you witl attend ﬁo the cause of the same time E. FI. Ra@iéh, still well re-
human rights. - ; ‘xot.lrtétr‘u'ly_‘.h membered by our oldest citizens, and now
Ho\' JERL\u Al Bho“'l;[\?m}m e the editor of the Mauch Chunk Democrat,
kept the toll-gate on the Philadelphia turn-
A few days after the r LC(‘]pt of the abovo let- | pike, at the east end of Witmer’s Bridge.
ter, two men, armed with a warrant and ac- He was a great friend of Mr. Stevens, hated

ling: d compunied by a constable, arrived at the resi- | glyvery and slave hunters, and was ready
the Bb'lliLL Iouse, ‘She L dence of Slater Brown, in Fulton townshib, || for anv sarvice that would aid the runaway

‘-'I‘ﬂl‘s l{: ““5 clt} S Ew 1 f shortly after dark. They entered the house | _slave to reach what Mr. Stevens called ‘a

without knocking. Mr. 'I-’xlt(ﬁ\\'ll \js':ts 1']@&(1111;{;; city of refuge.’ Rauch and Hughes be-
«u."ewsi?tdper’ whoorony Ot. e mm. t?f’f’ ‘up ; came acquainted and intimate, either by
ot light without any ceremony and proceeded to g A
5T '\._‘_-.h BADT CATIOLIC. | 430 kitehen. Mr, Brown, who suspected their | 8ccident or desigx!, and Rauch bemm_e
ith, it L f cd and’ | pusiness, followed. The girl, fortunately, was || Hughes’s confidential clerk, attended to his
dcnied:..ihalz Stevens: ; o his in the cellar with Mrs. Brown, where they || correspondence, and, of course, had a full
ﬂeath Wils lmptuml indhe Catholie/faith.| next attempted to enter. Mr. Brown planted knowledge of all the secrets between
'Wimt are tha I'.u.,lb“" B himself against the cellar door and forbade Hughes and the slave-catchers of Baltimore
t.out_ ofdliose e T P ,their going further without producing their and other places South. Rauch, of course,
S L ) | authority. This created somewhat of arum- concealed his opinions about slavery from
pus which was overheard by those in the cel- Hughes, and apparently entered heartily
lar and by the time the warrant was read the into the plots, plans and schemes for catch-
D T O an iy | ing runaway slaves, and sharing the hand-
some rewards offered by the slaveholders
lcmlp 5] stors whom he hud :seen i Lancaster Daily Examiner, October 31, 1883 | | for their runaway chattels. After Hughes,
AWashington, Misny to send HeToss the ~death, Rauch, in speaking of his ¢ business
Vashing lo ! ‘venture with Hughes, said it wasone that
street thiere | fo : e in e AT ¢ ,
the day NE : : 1 ( was no‘tasuccessw . v"l‘hey never were able
e i AT SR i| to declare a ‘dividend’ on the investment.
HOW' OAPY. RAUCH BEOAME A SPY. Mr. Stevens’ letter tells the whole story.
i : [ / ‘| Captain Rauch could relate some interest-
A Letter of Thaddeus Stevens Explained— || |4n inotdenfs of the days when slave hunt-
Bow George Hoghes Was Outwitted—An i
Interesting Letter for Our O1d Xnkabitants,

t i In publishing in last week's INQUIRER a
l

cmmng..

: men; inyof
1 .ﬂl paris ‘of the uountr_s,

Since the publication of Mrx. Stevens’s letter
inthe DarLy EXAMINER on last Saturday we
have received the following very interesting
communication from Captain E. H. Bauch,
which snbstantially sustains us in our expla- : x
nation of that letter to Judge Brown in refer-| *TI{AD STEVENS'S - ALLIES
ence to who the “spy on the slave hunters’ )
spies’’ was. The Captain has had his veward INTERESTING REHINISCIINOB_‘B or "
1n living to see the system, which made snch THE DAYS OF SLA any_ o '.g'g:gpf‘;g
& course as he‘pursued in his relations with oo halotibiitnd il g dici

dm'om.
Ve nulucu.d bte\ens

fi-heaven Lo d.i},.,.’ 4 .

clate of Geo

-3 X 1 ory,
THE LANCASTER [NQMRLR Hughes justifiable, wiped from the statutes of pring S e :?é':’:%:i"’:l

v J " From the Lancaster (Tenn.y Framiner, + | Mr. Hood r
e thel;ul;zrék \ OnEicE The following bitherto unpublished letter | 1 may” bos
SATURDAY FEBBUARY 24, 1883. y .

! p . | young, and
e was written by Thaddous Steveus to the Hon. Jer:
Mayce CHUNK, Oct. 29, 1883. ) emish Brewn, of Fulton Township: soe a ciffar

The other day Isaw a letter written a few £ ool Braminer : s axan fm: 1 le-mpm:{‘};(iigé?‘i:&ié?&g ;‘;’:::‘algrt:ll
weeks ago by Mrs. Smith, Thaddeus Stevens’ An unknown friend kindly forwarded moal — gaehst® WAk 1oy woon expect) to arreat and | h6 Ba£To;
«©ld housekeeper, in which she distinetly states copy of the last number of Major Griest's ‘:r;‘;:ﬂ.":n':"y:::f ;?),?{,;(: B ook Lang opas
that while lying on his death-bed the ‘“Old Inquirer, containing the Stevens-Brown l'et.bel wé and Jmell'rvxrm nm:l-'m'rnc;{ are ..330-':::; lie st
Commoner?” was baptized in the faith of the of January, 1847, in regarq to two fugitive ﬂ;o:}' 1o "Willam C. Norrls, Battimore. Will :(-:mr":gd
Catholic church. slave girls. The same mail also brought® oux rou  see that they have .imuiediate notice | DOTRGBRC B

it t fueat They should
— . rogular evohanoa ExaMINETR of Satnrdav G e ity 08 B8




